
LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

AGENDA 

cityofalbany.net 

Wednesday, January 3, 2024 
6:00 p.m.

This meeting includes in-person and virtual participation. 
Council Chambers 

333 Broadalbin Street SW 
Or join the meeting here: 

https://council.cityofalbany.net/groups/lac/zoom 
You can use your microphone or dial in using your phone. 
Call: +1 (253) 215-8782 (long distance charges may apply) 

Meeting Id: 891-3470-9381 Passcode: 530561 

Please help us get Albany’s work done. 
Be respectful and refer to the rules of conduct posted by the main door to the Chambers and on the website. 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call

3. Approval of Minutes

• October 4, 2023 [Pages 3-6]

4. Business from the Public
Persons wanting to provide comments may:

1- Email written comments to cdaa@albanyoregon.gov, including your name, before noon on
the day of the meeting.

2- To comment virtually during the meeting, register by emailing cdaa@albanyoregon.gov
before noon on the day of the meeting, with your name. The chair will call upon
those who have registered to speak.

3- Appear in person at the meeting and register to speak.

5. Business from Staff

• Cumberland Church National Register Nomination [Pages 7-63]

• Article 7 Update – Member Participation

6. Business from the Commission
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7. Next Meeting Date: Wednesday, February 7, 2024

8. Adjournment

This meeting is accessible to the public via video connection. The location for in-person attendance is 
accessible to people with disabilities. If you have a disability that requires accommodation, please notify city 

staff at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting at: cdaa@albanyoregon.gov or call 541-917-7550 

Testimony provided at the meeting is part of the public record. Meetings are recorded, capturing both 
in-person and virtual participation, and are posted on the City website. 
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LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 
October 4, 2023 

6:00 p.m. 
Hybrid – Council Chambers 

Approved: Draft 

Call to Order 

Commission Chair Jim Jansen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance  6:00 p.m. 

Roll Call 

Members present:  Jim Jansen, Chad Robinson, Bill Ryals, Mason Cox, Camron Settlemier, Rayne Legras 

Members absent:  Jolene Thomson (excused) 

Approval of Minutes                   6:01 p.m. 

Motion: Commissioner Legras moved to approve the minutes from September 6, 2023. Commissioner 
Robinson seconded the motion. Commissioners Cox, Robinson, Jansen, Legras, Ryals, Settlemier voted in 
favor, none were opposed. Motion carried. 

Business from the Public 6:02 p.m. 

Lise Grato, Executive Director of the Albany Downtown Association sent along their monthly newsletter and 
asked that Planner Schrems share that she and the Members of the Board of Directors and the Albany 
Visitors Association team announced that Matt and Janel Bennett of Sybaris Bistro won Business of the Year 
and Stephanie Gutierrez won Leadership on Main for her volunteerism and service to the community.  

Public Hearing: Type III – Quasi-Judicial Hearing on Historic Review File No. HI-12-23 Continued 

Chair Jensen made a request to the members that they confine discussion to their charge to make 
judgement calls on what comes before them and what they are given as direction and not get into 
extraneous discussion.   

Chair Jansen called the public hearing to order at 6:03 p.m.  

Commitee Declara�ons:  

All members had an opportunity to review the packet. 

No members declared any Conflict of Interest or reported ex parte contact.  

Commissioner Setlemier reported a drive-by site visit, and Commissioner Legras reported a walk-by site 
visit.  

No members abstained from par�cipa�ng in the proceedings.  

None challenged the par�cipa�on of any Commission member in this hearing and discussion. 

The hearing procedures were read by Current Planning Manager, David Mar�neau.    

Staff Report 6:05 p.m. 

Summary: Project Planner Alyssa Schrems reported this was continuance of the September 6, 2023, Public 
Hearing on File no. HI-12-23 for a decision to construct an accessory building in the front yard at 640 4th 
Avenue SW. The applicant has turned in a revised application which moves the structure further back on 
the property and behind a fence. Schrems noted that normally if this application was turned in as it has 
been revised it would have been reviewed at the staff level because the construction is not visible from 
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the street. The staff recommends approval with conditions of approval. Using the language of the revised 
plans.  

Commissioner Settlemier asked about the fence’s placement on the property and the fence heights.     

Testimony from the Applicant 6:11 p.m. 

Jacob Thompson testified that they have relocated the shed to accommodate the concerns of the 
Commission. The fence is six feet tall in front and behind. Trees in front of the house obscure the view as 
well. The shed has eight-foot walls and will be virtually invisible from the street. He also asked that the 
Commission approve the use of originally requested materials including use of T1-11 siding. He 
documented that buildings in the surrounding area have used a variety of materials.  

Commissioner Legras noted the use of T1-11 siding around town in the historic district not in line with 
current required protocols and believed the materials could have been more fairly considered.  

Public Testimony 6:19 p.m. 

Joel Orton, representing the Friends of Historic Albany, expressed concern about the substance of the 
September hearing as the required criteria was clear that the proposed construction maintains any unifying 
development patterns of the district. This key criterion was barely mentioned and should have been reason 
enough to deny the application at the September hearing. And that result would have brought a similar 
revised application as has been presented. With the changes they support the application.   

Applicant Rebuttal or additional testimony: 

None. 

Staff Rebutal                                                                                                                                      

None.  

Procedural Questions 

None.  

Chair Jansen declared the public hearing closed at 6:21 p.m.   

Commission Deliberation 6:21 p.m. 

Commissioner Settlemier wanted to note that he didn’t see anywhere in the code for new construction 
being visible from the street as part of the criteria for new construction. He is okay with the new location, 
but still has a concern with the materials fitting with the historic character of the neighborhood.   

Motion:  Commissioner Robinson moved to approve the request with conditions of approval including the 
new rear location and reinstallation of the six-foot tall intermediate fence. Commissioner Ryals seconded 
the motion which passed 5-1, with Commissioner Settlemier voting in opposition. 

Public Hearings: Type III Quasi-Judicial Process on a Historic Review of Exterior Alterations File No. HI-15-
23 for installation of staircase railings.  

Chair Jensen called the public hearing to order at 6:25 p.m.                                  

Commitee Declara�ons:  

All members had an opportunity to review the packet. 

No members declared a Conflict of Interest or ex parte contact.  

Commissioner Setlemier reported a drive-by site visit, and Commissioner Legras reported a walk by site 
visit. 

None challenged the par�cipa�on of any Commission member in this Hearing and Decision. 
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The hearing procedures were read by Current Planning Manager, David Mar�neau.    

Staff report presented by project planner, Alyssa Schrems, Historic Review of External Alteration for 
installation of handrail on stairway on 306 6th Avenue SE.  

Commissioner Cox wanted clarification on whether the handrail was there previously or being redone. 
Schrems noted that the original railing was only knee high and didn’t meet safety concerns.  

Testimony from the Applicant: 6:30 p.m. 

Barbara Orleman, applicant, and homeowner testified that they moved into the house recently and have 
experienced safety issues entering the home without an adequate handrail. They found a contractor that 
could replicate the handrail found on a similarly constructed home nearby.  
 
Commissioner Settlemier asked if the materials are wood. She replied that they are.    
 
Staff Rebuttal:  
None. 

No public testimony was offered regarding the application.   

Procedural questions 
None.  

Commissioner Jensen declared the hearing closed at 6:32 p.m.                                        

Commission Deliberation 6:32 p.m. 

Commissioner Cox commended the applicant’s effort to improve the safety of the historic structure in a way 
that was compatible with the historic district.  
 
Motion: Commissioner Cox moved to approve the exterior alterations including conditions of approval as 
noted in the Staff Report for application planning file no. HI-15-23. Commissioner Robinson seconded the 
motion.  Commissioners Cox, Robinson, Ryals, Settlemier, Jansen, and Legras voted in favor. None opposed. 
Motion carried.  

Business from staff 6:35 p.m. 

Planner Alyssa Schrems continued the discussion of Article 7 updates. Commissioners had been sent a list 
of questions to prompt comment and discussion. First was a question about ideas that may be gleaned 
from the Salem Historic Code to integrate into Albany’s code. She reiterated that they are currently focused 
on procedures and processes for Article 7 and any inventory survey efforts would be a secondary when 
funding was available. 

Commissioners Robinson, Jansen, and Settlemier provided some specific references to the Salem Historic 
Code they felt would be good to implement during the Division 7 revisions. Commissioner Robinson offered 
suggestions on public survey questions and promotion of the effort. Commissioner Jansen asked about the 
timing of focus group meetings. Schrems said November/December intending outreach to all of the historic 
districts, residents of those districts, past applicants, community partners, in addition to social media posts.  

Commissioner Ryals asked if amending the code will follow the normal process and what the Commission’s 
position was in that process. Schrems answered that the Commission is an advisory board considered along 
with public feedback and the Commission will be brought the proposed amendments for review and 
feedback and then a participate in joint meeting with the City Council for their decision.  

Business from the Commission 
None 

Next Meeting Date 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Wednesday, November 1, 2023.  
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Adjournment 7:07 p.m. 

Hearing no further business, Chair Jansen adjourned the meeting at 7:07 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Susan Muniz      David Martineau 
Recorder      Current Planning Manager 
 

*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents 
are available by emailing cdaa@cityofalbany.net. 
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