
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

333 Broadalbin Street SW, PO Box 490, Albany, Oregon 97321-0144 | Planning & Building 541-917-7550 
 

cd.cityofalbany.net 
   

July 13, 2023 
 
 
 
 
Benjamin Steffen 
139 Ankeny Hill Rd SE 
Jefferson, OR 97352 
 
Dear Mr. Steffen, 
 
Re: City of Albany Historic Review Application (File No. HI-11-23) 
Property Address: 728 Montgomery St SE 
Linn County Assessor’s Map No. 11S-03W-07BA-4200 
 
The Community Development Director APPROVED the application for Historic Review of Exterior 
Alterations (HI-11-23) to install solar panels on the rear extent of the garage.   The City based its decision on 
the project’s conformance with the review criteria listed in the Albany Development Code (ADC). The 
following findings are in support of the decision to approve this application. For more information or questions, 
please contact Alyssa Schrems, project planner. 

REVIEW CRITERIA (ADC 7.120) 
The Director will approve residential alteration requests if one of the following criteria is met: 

a. There is no change in historic character, appearance, or material composition from the existing 
structure. 

b. The proposed alteration materially duplicates the affected exterior building features as determined 
from an early photograph, original building plans, or other evidence of orig inal building features. 

c. The proposed alteration is not visible from the street. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
1. The structure located at 728 Montgomery St SE is identified as non-contributing within the Hackleman 

National Register Historic District. The subject property measures about 9,688 square feet and is located 
on the west side of Montgomery St SE.  The property is within the Hackleman Montheith (HM) zoning 
district (Attachment A). Per the Albany Historic Resource Survey, the building is rated as historic non-
contributing, with a major renovation having occurred in the 1950s, which removed the historic character 
of the structure. 

2. On the western roof of the garage, which is located behind the house in relation to the street, the applicant 
proposes to install solar panels.  Based on information provided by the applicant, this will not be visible 
from Montgomery Street. 

3. Application materials include written findings and a site plan showing the proposed location of the solar 
panels. (Attachment B). 
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CONCLUSION 
1. Only one of the review criteria in ADC 7.120(1) must be met for the proposed alterations to be approved. 

2. The proposed alteration is not visible from the street. 

3. This application satisfies the review criteria for a director-level decision based on compliance with 
ADC 7.120(1) and is approved with the following conditions. 

CONDITIONS 
Condition 1 The proposed work will not deviate from the approved plan.  

Condition 2 All work shall be completed in accordance with the applicable building code requirements. 

Information for the Applicant 
Please read the following requirements. This list is not meant to be all-inclusive; we have tried to compile 
requirements that relate to your specific type of development. These requirements are not conditions of the 
Land use Decision. They are Albany Municipal Code (AMC) or ADC regulations or administrative policies of 
the Planning, Engineering, Fire, or Building Departments that you must meet as part of the development 
process. You must comply with state, federal, and local law. The issuance of this permit by the City of Albany 
does not eliminate the need for compliance with other federal, state, or local regulations. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to contact other federal, state, or local agencies or departments to ensure compliance with all 
applicable regulations. 

Building  
1. The proposed project may require permits that will need to be applied for 

at www.cityofalbany.net/permits. For questions about permitting requirements, please email 
cd.customerservice@cityofalbany.net.   

2. The proposed design has not been reviewed for code compliance with the Oregon Building Code and 
the design will need to meet the applicable Oregon Building Code requirement in effect at time of 
application. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

Alyssa Schrems 
Alyssa Schrems, Planner II 
541-791-0176 
Alyssa.schrems@cityofalbany.net 
 
AS:km 
Attachments 
A – Location Map 
B – Submitted Application 
 
c: Johnathan Balkema, Building Official Manager (via email) 

Mark Geniza 
File: HI-11-23 

 

http://www.cityofalbany.net/permits
mailto:cd.customerservice@cityofalbany.net
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